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THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1960

Forgotten Gap.-- . &

Senator Symington says the “ad-
ministration” has been doing tricks with
i.itelligence information in an attempt
‘o deceive the American people as to
the seriousness of the “mlissile gap”
The Missouri Senator, a presidential
hopeful,.also says he realizes that his® -
- accusations might “be labeled as po-
litically motivated by those who prefer
10 conceal the facts, and by ot,heu who
do not know the facts.”

It is not our purpose to accuse
fenator Symington of playing politics
with this grave question. Nor do we
pretend to know all the facts concern- -
‘ng the acturacy of this country's
intelligerrce eéstimates, - If we may be
vermitted one comment, however, it is
‘hat we wish Benator S8ymington had
r.aned names and had cited hard facts
to support his charge that “the intelli-
ce: ca books have besn juggled so the
n.idget books may be balanced.” There
- a certain glibness to this—and alsc,
in the absence of supporﬂng cvidence )
reratn recklessness.
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. one §8 worrying about this todgy.
- fact, most people. concede that we-are
- much superior in long-r&nga bogxber
 strength.
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the Scnntor was.xexerr!?’m cur-~
rent mt(l,xgence estimates, and the
methods by which they are made, a
statem®nt mede the night before by
Allen Dulles, director of Central Intel-
ligence, Is worthy of note. Mr, Dulles
said: “I can assure you that in prepar-

.. ing -them (intelligence, extimatasl we

look to nothing but the availutle facts,
disregarding all outside considerstions,

political, bmnrﬂh h oo FACES ¢
diligently .
hout -fear or g

have no polities.;. W
seeking the} M wi
favor.” >

Judging trom the text of the By-

mington statement, however, his prinei- .
pal complaint is that insteadyef relyipg

on estimates-of Soyiet abilify 0 produce ).

missiles, as was the caze a yur ago, |

we are now taking Into a
intention to prod C. we'
wrong with this. .

ton says that mrouzh

unt thelr .-

167procesa “t.!\e

" administration has given the people the ;.

impression that the missile deterrent

gap has been sharply reduced and!

possibly eliminated.”

- Thls brings wmkxd;nothumd
almoct forgotten gap-——the bomber gap,
i -about which so

mych wag bem eprd
three or four. 'yen?'a utence'

lndicated that the R

bombers.  Senator . Symington, -
others, were greatly " sroreds ¢ Bui iw

What Imppened to the prox.pect}ve
bomber gap? Simply this. It falled

" to materialize because the Russians, for
_reasons of thelr own, did not produce
the bombers they were capable of pro-

ducing. Our intelligence people dis-
covered this, and the early estimates of
8oviet bomber capabimy were revised
downward to conform to Soviet intent—
to what our information lnclh:ated thoy
actually were producmg.

There is no, assurance, of cbursc.,»,

that the same thing will hold true-of-
Russian missiie production. But it cur-
rent intelligence indicates that the
Russlans bave not built missiles up to
the limit of the capability estimates of

& year ago, it seems to ug that this is
a legitimate factor to take into account, .
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It does not mean that the "administya~ |

- tlion”'is dealing from the bottom of the
deck, and {t does not justify the accusa- -

tion that “the Intelligence books have .

been tuggled so the budget books may

' be brnianced.”

-

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000700450073-9



